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What is Electronic Reporting?

– It does not mean sending your reports in via e-mail.

– E-reporting is using EPA’s Central Data Exchange (CDX) to 
submit compliance information.  You already do this for 
reports like TRI and you will be submitting Boiler MACT 
reports through CEDRI.

– EPA’s e-reporting initiative involves revising NSPS and 
MACT rules to require electronic reporting of certain 
information to EPA , including
• Performance test reports
• Compliance reports (e.g., excess emissions, notifications, semi-

annual reports, monitoring data summaries, etc)
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• 2006 Report ‘EPA Can Improve Emissions Factors 
Development and Management’

o Lack of access to stack test reports was a major impediment in 
developing new/revised emissions factors

o Committed to develop an electronic system to collect/compile these data

• First version of the Electronic Reporting Tool (ERT) was 
released in late 2006

• First rule to contain electronic reporting was NSPS for Coal 
Prep that was published in October 2009

• E-reporting for MACT/NSPS program began on January 1, 
2012  
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Major Milestones of EPA E-reporting Program



EPA’s Stated Goals

• Reduces burden of existing paper-based reporting from 
regulated facilities

• Reduces the cost to industry and EPA of future section 114 
Information Collection Requests (e.g., 8-year review)

• Provides the public with quicker and easier access to 
information  

• Provides for more streamlined and accurate state/local 
review of submitted reports

• Provides timely data to support regulation development, 
improve emission inventories and emission factors, and 
allow for improved compliance assurance
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EPA Taking a “Phased” Approach to E-reporting

– Began requiring ERT entry of test data for MACT ICRs

– As EPA is revising regulations they are requiring ERT 
submittal of test data

– EPA has begun requiring e-reporting of compliance reports 
(some will be pdf uploads)

– EPA March 2015 proposal to add e-reporting to several 
NSPS (states can still ask for paper)
• Proposed only 90 day transition period to e-reporting once templates 

available online
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What’s the ERT?



Only Certain Test Methods are Supported by ERT:
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Issues with ERT
– It takes time to learn it, there are a couple hours worth of 

webinars about it on the EPA website.

– It doesn’t accommodate all test methods, so it can’t be fully 
used to upload new data into WebFire and improve 
emission factors

– The report isn’t pretty – you probably still want a nice test 
report to put on your bookshelf like you’ve always had, so it 
isn’t saving any money for anyone

– It still has bugs and will crash

– CBI: Sources must mail a completed ERT file including the 
CBI on a CD to EPA CBI office. Sources are also required 
to submit an ERT file with the CBI omitted through the 
CDX.
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CEDRI – Compliance and Emissions Data Reporting 
Interface

– Accessed through the CDX, https://cdx.epa.gov/.  

– Data portal for submittal of compliance information to EPA.
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Boiler MACT, ERT, and CEDRI
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EPA Contacts for More Information

Electronic Reporting Tool (ERT): Steffan Johnson
(AMEC - Paul Baker 919-474-3544)

Webfire: Michael Ciolek

Air Data Reporting Rule: Gerri Garwood

Compliance Report Template Development: Colin Boswell
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What’s ECHO?

– Enforcement and Compliance History Online
• Integrated Compliance and Enforcement Information
• Permit Data
• Inspection Dates and Findings
• Violations
• Enforcement Actions
• Penalties Assessed

• May 2015: EPA released ECHO Version 2.4, featuring 
updated Clean Air Act stationary source data and a 
tailored search interface.
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echo.epa.gov
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Look at dashboards that analyze national trends
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Search on your zip code and find lots of info
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Find your facility’s information

– Permit Data

– Inspection Dates and Findings

– Violations

– Enforcement Actions

– Penalties Assessed
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Review your 
facility’s info and 
report data errors 
as applicable.



National Emissions Inventory - NEI

– When you send your annual air 
emissions inventory report to your state, 
they upload it to the National Emissions 
Inventory (NEI). 

– EPA publishes the NEI every 3 years 
(current is 2011).  

– Online and searchable/downloadable at 
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/eiinformation.html

– Data quality varies – states have 
different requirements for reporting, 
error is introduced, etc.
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National Air Toxics Assessment - NATA

– EPA currently using the 2011 NEI to perform a National Air 
Toxics Assessment (NATA). Should be released later this 
year.

– NATA provides estimates of the risk of cancer and other 
serious health effects from breathing (inhaling) air toxics in 
order to inform both national and more localized efforts to 
identify and prioritize air toxics, emission source types and 
locations which are of greatest potential concern in terms 
of contributing to population risk.

– NATA used to set priorities for local assessments, 
improvements to emissions data, improvements to air 
toxics monitoring networks.
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Summary

– There is a lot of data on facilities’ environmental compliance status and 
emissions levels available online for public consumption and EPA is 
proposing to increase the amount of data available online.

– Noncompliance/deviations will be immediately detectable. It will no 
longer be necessary for an inspector to come on site and review 
records, he just has to login to the system.

– Submittal errors, suspect data, and data omissions previously difficult 
or impractical to detect can be determined and flagged for 
investigation.

– There will be more scrutiny of the data reported using automated 
routines that check for consistency with similar facilities.

– Trends due to operational changes such as aging control equipment or 
production mix can be determined and flagged for investigation.
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Summary – cont.

– More data is available to the public with suitable structure for applying 
“data mining” techniques including 
• Statistical analysis techniques to “end-run” CBI protection and derive 

operational and production information from the data
• “Watch dog” groups expanding and refining their current monitoring of their 

target industry

– EPA currently implementing e-reporting using a piecemeal approach 
that will result in duplicative reporting if states still require paper.

– Any EPA success in standing up their proposed structure will lead to 
further expanding monitoring and reporting requirements for all EPA 
regulations whenever possible; indeed, this rulemaking expansion can 
be seen as a consequence of prior electronic reporting successes.

– A corporate EMIS system can be “married” to the EPA electronic 
reporting system to make reporting more automated.
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Thank You
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